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everend and Learned 
Mr. WILLIA M STMES, MA: 


Maſter of the Free- School of St, Saviour Ely: - 
in Soutinvark. I 4 


AND. - Fo an 11 

To the Worthy Sy 725 Abs of 4 _- 

Educated at the { ald Sch &.: -- 
FT 2. 2" 


Mr, John Somton. Ms Dennis. Lan 4 
Mr. Samuel Brand. Mr. Michael Auſtin. 1 


. Mr, Joby Martin,... | Mr. William Huss. 
TAK whis Ocaſion of Congra- — 


tulating you, Reverend Sir, upon 
the full and handſome appearanſ,e 
lately made by your Scholars: 
* 7 And you, Gentlemen, upon tile 
, * Oger e FM which it was regu · 
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ſes 5 you our Worthy Maſter, rincipally 
ed this Meeting ; which, Gentlemen, 
rudent Conduct ar 


4 and Satisfaction. 


The following Sermon, prepared, preach'd, 
and printed at your unanimous Requeſt, now 
preſents it ſelf to you, not doubting your ac- 


ceptance and craving your Patronage. 


COTS 18 
ik ft £14 


If I durſt hope chat this plain Diſcourſe 
could contribute in an 
trieving the true Spirit of Amity and Friendſhip, 
which, by aur Civil and Religious Conteſts has 
been almoſt baniſhed from amongſt us; twould 
be one of the maſt 


meaſure towards re- 


Pleaſing Thouphts that ever 


bs 


* ; * 
2 


Tour __ 1 


Ti: 


ProversBs xvili. 24. 


A Man that hath Friends aft er 
himſelf friendly : and there is 4 
Friend that ſticketh cloſer than a 4 
Brother. 


= RIENDSHIP tuo at Pede „ 
üctle more than a Name in the 7 
World, has been applauded in all 
Apes, and celebrated by Authors 
— of every Kind and Denomination, 
Orators have difplay'd it with all the Pomp of 
Rhetoric; Poets have adorned it with al the 
beauty of Figure and Imagery; Hiſtorians have — 
Huftrated it with the nobleſt Inſtances and tit MW 
25 amples; and Moraliſts have never faiꝰd to men: l 
tion it with Honour, and recommend it to ge- | 
neral eſteem and practice. It were vain tien 
doattempt any ching new upon this Subjeck; . 
bdeſt way of treating it According 0 its Worth, 8 
fem ta be by dolleding and reviewing what 
bas been already ſaid, by Writers of the firlt Rank 
| epmracon und Capacity. It Were more 18s 
vnorarce und Preſumption to offer dt Lay 115 3 
"thing op} op herrer as to matter or taker) th „ 
etr * ſince delivered with as 7 G8 
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X Socrates and the Eloquence of Tull ; the fa- 

miliar eaſineſs of Horace, the correcdneſs and 

majeſty of Virgil, the delicacy and acumen of 

Pliny, the copiouſneſs and. per ſpicuity of Liu. 

and. Plutarch, the ſententious gravity of Seneca, 

the ſolidity and ſeriouſneſs of the Greek Moraliſts.. 
1 ſay. nothing of Authors of a late date, who have 

treated this Subject with. a peculiar fineneſs of 
Thought, a delightful variety of Reading, and a 

graceful mplicy of Style and Expreſſiun. 
lt would be tedious. to recount ſo much aaqhs - 
Names of thoſe who have appeared in the Cauſe 
af Friendſhip, many having wrote upon it .ev - 
eſa, and very few but have taken occaſion-to . 
ge themſelves in its Praiſes. But I ſhonld 
5 deere to forget where I now ſtand, if 1 did 
not ſpecify the Sacred Writings, which give it the 
| higheſt, Encomiums, and lay down the beſt Rules 
concerning it, that are any where to be found. 
Qut of ul theſe, ſure; it is eaſier to compile a 
Diſcourſe upo Friend(bip, chan to Let: bounds to 
DE 115 che babe is in chuſing, net What to ſay, 
but wha ee p. Deus ih the Enter- 
for the Body, > a moderate Plenty and e 
E $-plealing and taſtful, du een 
eh wm nent yr tires and eee 
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X I ſhall ſpeak of the Nature and Ends 7 | 


Friendihip. 

II. Of the Duties and Offices requiſite for its 

cultivation and eſtabliſhment. 

III. Of the Pleaſures and Advantages refule- 
ing from it. 

I ſhall cloſe: the Diſcourſe with a ſhore Ap⸗ 
plications the preſent Aſſembly, and the 
coCccaſion of our meeting here at this time. 

I. I ſhall enquire into the Nature and Ends of 
Friendſhi 8 
If we conſider with any attention the weak and 


Maget ſtate of our Bodies, or the frame and: tem- 


per of our Minds, we all eaſily diſcern that we 


were made for Soc lab le creatures, and that we are 
led by Necefliry, as well as prompted by Indlitatis 
on, to keep up an Intercourſe and Correſpondence _ 


with each other. Without this the World would 


be as a mighty Foreft, and Rudeneſs and Barba- 


rity more 24 brutal cover the face of the Barth, 


A Deſart of wild Beaſts gives us but a faint Age 
of what Men world 5 without the N 


ard Improverflefits of Society. It is this ſu PLES 
what is Wanting, and compoſes what is 
r and render ur ur Paſſag 

8 6 Potter It Has ee 
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capable of enjoying, ſo it has pleaſed: him to im 


plant in us a ſtrong Inclination and Deſire to en- 


joy each others Society: Here we fix the Baſis of 
Friendſhip. There is in us all a natural love 
to Society, this puts us upon ſeeking out proper 


and agreeable Perſons to aſſociate with; when 
we have found ſuch, we are deſirous of entring 
into-a more than common familiarity with them 


this familiarity proceeds to intimacy, intimacy to 


Friendſhip : For Friendſhip conſiſts in an habi- 
tual affection and. eſteem of two or more Perſons 
towards each other. I ſay of two or more Perſons, 


for I ſee no reaſon for confining it to two Per- 
| ſons, unleſs we muſt ſpeak of that refined and 


ſublimated Friendſhip which has attained its ut- 


' moſt height and purity, wherein, according to 


Ariſtotle, one Soul ſeems to animate two Bodies, 
(for ſo he is ſaid to have defined a Friend, wiz 
. Nile apezow kus) or as Tully expreſſes it, 
there is, Omnis vis Amicitiæ, voluntatum, ſtudio- 


rum, ſententiarum ſumma conſenſio, Tull. de Am. 


The whole force of Friendſhip, an entire harmo- 


ny and agreement of Inclination and Deſirę, of 


Sentiment and Opinion: This indeed looks very 


ine in Speculation, but is, I doubt, N 


to be found in real Life, If nothing ſthoxt of 


this muff be dignified with the Name of Friend, | 
'tis to be feared that the far greater part of Mans, 
2 + eee 4 
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gut beſides this compleat and perfect LD 
ſhip. of a ſtrain too high and elevated for general 
uſe, there is alſo, vulgaris & mediocris amicitia,, 
a Friendſhip of a lower kind, and leſs 1 8 0 
which yet may paſs very current in this corrupt 
and degenerate ſtate of Mankind, and produce 
many deſirable effects. The two "eſſential In- 
— of this Friendſhip are Love and Eſteem, 
which muſt neceſſarily meet and be united (tho? 
tis not neceſſary that either of them be perfect | 
and without reſerve) to conſtitute a te of 
Friendſhip p. If I have an eſteem for à Man's. 
Abilities or Endowments of any kind, but no 
good-liking to his Perſon or Temper : Or if, on 
the other hand, his Behaviour and Carriage has 
given me a ſtrong and ſudden Inclination to him, 
but when I come to view him nearer, and know. 
him better, I ee nothing worthy. of Eſteem ; in, 
either of . theſe Caſes there can be no true and 
ſolid F riendſh Mere eſteeni is too cold, too 
diſtant a thing t. to be called by that Name; and 
Love beg pa: nied with 10 10 1 not root 
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"Perſons at the lame tune. In 105 fatitude 
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thing! in i the World, at leaſt not in theſe Parts 80 
- the World, civilized by Commerce, ard poliſhet 
by re. Were we indeed to form our 
Judgments by the external behaviour of Men, 
and their very liberal Profeſſions of kindneſs to 
each other, we ſhould think that this was the Age 
. of- Frie 2 p, and that it never prevail'd more 
chan now: But alas! Words are in a great mea» 
ſure perverted from their original Intendment, 
Ac inſtead of conveying, are made uſe of to cover 
. and diſguiſe. the true Seut imentꝭ of the Mind. 115 2 
is almoſt reckoned « Mark of good breeding, to 
Pretesd Kindneſs to every one; and he that lays 
"oy ſtreſs uporr theſe ſpecious Pretences, and 
nks all. his Friends Who ſpeak him fair, 
8 to cenſure him ſoftly) be little acquainted 
with Mankind. General Kindneſs and Benevo- 
Aence, is, in truth, a noble Principle, for a Man te 
- fin, his A Wolz upon, but Eaſineſs and Cre. 
8 ill betray him into the hands of the 
meaneſt and worſt-deſi gning of his own Species. 
That Friendſhip therefore which is to be found in 
maſt places of p Abit Relört, which Men of ſuper 
Acaal Thonghis and voluble Tongues are ready to 
expreſs towards cach oat; even at firſt 1 73 5 
Jet AE, phantorn and rr u 
Dae 458 reſult of 1125 
by of bicevition, and Trial, , and Periel 
Or can I value Baan fetch nite Een 1 
2 SET e 11 
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till Lam in — a” — with 4 
Qualities, and know what he is valuable for? 
Can there be any Judgment in that Love which - 
is beſtowed ignorantly and at random? Can 1 
have: any ſpecial confidence in a Man whom Ine- 
ver SY 2 Beſides, if I am a Friend to all alike, 1 1 
am, in truth, ſo to none at all. An univerſal ? 
Hood: wil. I ought to profeſs, as a Man and a Chri- 
ſtian, | but an ,»niverſa/ Friendſhip is an abſurditiy 
in Terms. For, as I ſaid before, the eſſence of 
Friendſhip is, a fpecial. and mutual Love ; mow that 

Which we bear to all alike cannot be ſaid to be 
ſpecial, nor that which cannot be returned by all 
alike, mutual. Amicitia aſfeſtus ed Vehemaus: Differ : 
Amor & Amicitia (days, Voſs) quod amor fit ei 

quis non redamet ; in Amicitia vero fit amor mutuun. 1 

In fine, as many as we have a particular regard for. 

and complacencyin, and whom ve belieie;to-have \ 
the like for and in us, we may in a llax ſenſe term 
our Eriends; in a ſtricter ſenſe then on are ſuch 
for whom we haue conceiv'd the Accel Eſteas 
and the moſt ar dent . with whom we havea 
full andiunxeſerved Communication of Thoughts, - 

Deſires and Opinions, to hom we are inſeparabi 

united, and who ere as dear to us as our.ownBouls, 

This notion af n ; 

mes confined to two. The Bnds 

| ne eee are; dri gene 

e Milte nd "ſs mutual Suſan, 
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and mutual Advantage: by Pleaſure I mean, that 


9— 


Which is pure and vertuous, and fit for the taſte 


ol an intellectual Being. There is a wonderful 
ſatisfaction in loving and being beloved. Jucun- 
-diſſimum eſt (Plin Pan.) in rebus human amari, 
ſed non minus amare : Love, thoꝰ a moſt delightful 
Paſſion, if not conducted by Judgment and Pru- 
dence, precipitates us into a thouſand Inconveni- 
ences, and whether gratifi'd or deni d gives us great 
pain and diſquiet; if denied, we are reſtleſs and 
Impatient; if gratified, we are grieved and aſha- 
med, as ſoon as we return to the uſe of our Rea- 
Fon; this is the caſe of unlawful Love. Again, 
Love; tho plac d en a warrantable Object, and 
aiming at honourable Ends, yet if not returned 
at all, grows weak and languid; or if returned 
with contempt and outrage, is quite oppreſſed and 
extinguiſhed, and not 1eldom ſucceeded by Re- 
ſentment and Indignation: this is too often the 
Caſe of Relatives and Familiars. But in Friend- 
ſhip the Matter is otherwiſe; The Love of Friends 
is a chaſte regular, durable Paſſion; it does not 
indeed burn ſo high and ſo fiefce as ſenſual Love, 
but in algentler and more kindly manner; it de- 
creaſes not with length of Time, nor goes out for 
want of Fuel; it is ſeated in the Heart and a bides 
there 0 che very laſt pulſe. Nis Ive is ff 
excited ibythe obſervanet of ſdine worthy oA. 
 ablequality, and pre ſently and waightity int beast 
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(mitt it is natural for allLove ſo to encreaſe) by — J 


returned on the part of him whom wie Love. 
Have we never found within our ſelves a 


ſtrong and almoſt irreſiſtible propenſity of Be- 
nevolence to this or that particular Perſon? 


Whence does this proceed, and whither does it 

tend? Is it not that we obſerve in him ſome- 

thing that deſerves our Imitation, or that is 

3 agreeable to our own Temper and s of 
? And why are we deſirous of recomme 

our ſelves to the good Opinion of this Perſon, 

of entring into a cloſe and intimate Acquaintance 


with him, but that we may have the pleaſure and 
ſatisfaction of enjoying his Converſe, and of be- 


ing{beloved by one ſo deſirable in our Eyes? For 
what greater ſatisfaction than in a mutual Amity 
founded and carried on by the Rules of Vertue d 
This therefore is one General End of Friendſhip, 


the other is Benefit: by which I do not mean a 


fordid and partial regard to our ſelves, and our 


own little Intereſts; but ſuch a regard to the ad- 
vantages of Friendſhip as is fair and mutual, and 
ariſes from a ſenſe of the Weakneſs and Infirmi- 
ties of human Nature. If indeed Intereſt and 


Advantage ſtand higheſt in my view, and I court a 


Friend only becauſe I want him; and as an Iriftru- = 
onto my ſelf, 1do but acta part 
arid ſhall put o Ae diſguiſe as ſoon as it ceaſes to 


| bo\ſerviceable;/@p ſe; * propteri hoc ad am- 


ara {7 | citiam eB 


ment'of ſome 
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citiam venit male cogitat-: quemadmodum cepit; 1 
definet ; Sen. Ep: As ſuch an one begins, ſo he 
will end poorly and baſely, and when the Vizor 
falls off, — himfelf to be a low · ſpirited de- 
generate Creature. Nay, tho? the views be alike 
on both ſides, and the Friends are ſo far upon equal 
Terms that they intend: to ſerve themſelves by 
each other ; yet if they intend-nothing elſe, no 
wonder if the Friendſhiꝑ be of ſhort continuance, 
Intereſt being too weak — brittle a cement for it: 
this we may call a Trading Friendſbip, for ſo the 
abovecited Moraliſt expreſſes it. Iſta quam tu de- 
ſcribu negotiatio ef, non Amicitia; and accordingly 
ſuch a Friendſhip muſt riſe or ſink on either ſide, 
in n proportion to the ballance of Profit or Loſs. 
But now, tho! in the choice of our Friends we 
may not propoſe our own Advantage, as the firſt 
and principal End, yet it ſeems very, warrantably. 
to come in as a ſecondary one, and under a lu wer 
Conſideration; for that human Friendſbips are 
partly founded upon the Wants and Imper fections of 
Nature, may be ſaid without diſparagement to ſo: 
noble a Relation, Collier's Eſſ. of Friend. If then 
my eſteem and. love for my Friend are founded in 
dis own good Qualities, previous to any proſpedt 
of Sinus e from him, and that I am conſcious 


to my lf of a full and entire purpoſe of Mind 


r ee him in all Circamftances, and to do 
3 I ſee not but that I 


not may 
N x f | 


port and help in all Pifficeilties and Exigencies 
5 re but ac 


c oe fits be wet i 


ws CRT 7 F e 11 1 
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ape alſo to be ſerved by him on all proper Oce 


calfons, ſince Echuſe him not · for my Companion 
only, but for my Guide and Aſſiſtant too, in 


all the various Scenes of Life: I am ready to per- 


form every good Office for my Friend, becauſe 1 


bear him a fincere and hearty Affection; may I 1 


not alſo require the ſame proofs of his Affection to 
me, whenever I ſtand in need of them? If any 
will call this the fruit and effect of Friendſhip, ra- 
ther than an End'to be propoſed in contracting 
and ſettling it, I contend not about Words, I will 
however venture to ſay, that, As he who has no- 
thing at Heart but his own Benefit and Advantage, 
in the choice of his Friends, is mean and merce- 
nary, utterlyignorant of the nature, utterly inca- 
pable of reliſhing the pleaſure of true — ſolid 
Friendſbip; fo he who has no regard at all to his 


own Benefit, and is wholly diſintereſted, muſt be 


ſomething, bigger and better than the reſt of his 
Species, and above the common Standard of hu- 
man Nature. As we are all liable to Infirmities 


of Body, and diſorders of Mind, and change in 
our eternal Eirchraſtdedsund Condition, whom | 
bur our Friends? and What 


ſhould we rely upon 
harm in chuſing them wittra view to mutual ſup- 


"love, which # Wrought inte eu Frame? 
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he Principle of Se. 
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12 The excellency of Friendſbtp. . 
commendable Principle tis too, (when, rightlyſtated 
and adjuſted) that gives nerves to our Induſtry, 


and ſtrength and vigour to our purſuits after Ha 


pineſs. But thus. much may ſuffice for. the. Na. 
ture and Ends of Friend(bid. 


I go.onto ſpeak, ſecondly, of thee Duties and 
Offices requiſite for its cultivation and eſtabliſh- 
ment: ' Theſe are various and manifold, ſome 
proper to invite and begin a Friendſbip z.: others 
to give it ſtrength and duration. That we may in- 
vite the Friendſhip of others, we ſhould live and 
act as becomes Mev of Virtue and Integrity, and 
thereby ſhew, that we are worthy. of this ſtate and 
a. If we have no good Quality in us, is it 

reaſonable that we ſhoald hope, or poſſible that 
we ſhould obtain the Friendſbip of Men of Figure 
and Merit ?. Would. we ourſelves chuſe a proud 
and vainglorious, an idle and diſſokite, an empty 

and inſignificant Perſon to make a Friend of? Do 

we expect Liberality from the Penurious, 1 4 

and Gendlenecz on the Haughty and Choleric, 

:or Benevolence from the Envious Kr Malicious 
Man f Is a Perſon addicted to Vices and devoted 

t his Luſts, fit to be received into our Breaſts, 

and made the Partner of our inmoſt Souls? Let us 
Suit enumerate the Qualificatio 8 We hope to: find 

Au ethersl and this will enable us to judge vat 

me vught - to be i in our ſelyves. It is 4 Maxim a- | 

| wg. the: Mordlifts, that there. can de no true 
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Ecicndſhip but between. honeſt and vertuous 3 
Hoc primum ſentio,. nifi in bonis amicitiam eſſe non 
poſſe. Tull. It is impoſſible. for the wicked to cultis-- 
vate a true Friendſbip among themſelves, Socrates, 
80 likewiſe Arrian. on Epictetis teaſbns. at large, 
that the Offices of Friendſhip are not to be pers 
 form'd but by a Man of found Judgment and inge | 
| flexible Honeſty. It N S dae ed, N de, 
d ug, Se 0216, TE N, Tay S dhe elſe. Where 5 
e dwell, but where 8 is Faith; E. 
ere there is Modeſty, where there is a com- 
munication of tha fs Where Dea p RE 
eee e Man max ape ber Daft 
and for certain Ends, but that, is nothing more 
chan a Combination, or Confederacy ; for Friend. 
ſeip is founded in Vertue, and belongs only to the - 
Tae and. Practicers thereof. Toking g it-for-; 
ES then,, that,nane. are to be che en into this 
Relation, but Men of 75 and Goodneſs, and 
chat nothing contrary. to.-the Laws of Go. D rr 
of Morality, 8 to be aſked or conlen- — 
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deearmert, till his Ends are attained and * Fraud 
= —Iifcoverkt'; or till his Patienre is tired, and he de - 
pairing to atvn them, diſcovers himſelf: The 
fincere Man pays his Regards to thoſe whom he 
thinks worthy of them, and in the ſimplicity of 
his Joul means nothing but good to thoſe whom 
be calls his Friends; The Flatterer courts thoſe 
hom he Judges moſt capable of ſerving his Pur- 
; Poſes, : and tho he exhauſts all his Rhetoric upon 
ther in fine Words and comp lemental Expreſſi- 
ons, has not perhaps one nnd Thonght of them, 
but ſubmits to this drudgery for his own ſake, 
e tearing good always and only to himſelf. Have 
» we not- 6bſerved the Man of Cunning addreſling 


| himfelf | o the empty and opinionated, in whom he 
can diſcern no Merit, but that they are in a Station 
to ſerve him, humouring their Follies, and extel. 


- ling their Vanity, Ard (as f Tetence e es it, Bie 


- homines prorſum ex ffultir inſanor facit) turning 
Fon 5355 Aae # But —_ ſincere Ne ſees 
An abhors this baſerieſs of Soul; he ſcorns Adu- 


7 


he m3 es ug Frlewdſh ſhip! 
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Sung to this Sabpeck m more trite and — than. 45 
this, that in Proſperity every Man abeunds in 
Friends, and in Adverſity it w hard to find one, 
Florentes amicitiarum turba circumſodet, (Sen. Ep.) N 

Circa everſos ingens ſolitudo eſt Such are Friends, 
not tothe Man, but his Fortunes; not worth . 
EY at any time, nor their-loſs worth lament- 
ing; they are ingeniouſly likened to the Shadow in 
a Dial, that appears in clear Weather, but vaniſhes - 
as ſoon-as that is cloudy.” In truth, they are but 
Shadows: of Friends, without: Subſtance, without 
Reality. It has been an Aphoriſm with ſome, 4 
Friend is not 4 Friend till he is tried: Aﬀuredly - 

he is no Friend that will not ſtand a trial; for as 
Solomon defines him, 4 Friend loueth at all times, 
and a Brother is born for adverſty; i. e. a Friend 
becomes a Brother in Adverſity; which 1 is the li- 
teral tranſlation of the Hobrem Prov. 1% 19. he 

was a Friend before; this makes him à Brother: 
and ſo he isſto be eſteemed, Bp. Pat. Com. ſoalfo 

in the Text, there is a friend that ſticketh' cloſer 5 
than a brother; that will run greater haaurds, and 

ſexve a Man with more expence than the neareſt 

| Relation.” From theſe two Qualities, Fidelity ad 
Conftancy, there reſults,” 
3. A readineſs and Ake to aſſiſt an age 

5 We ſhould prevent-a: Friend's Requeſt, and anti- 
cipate his Deſires. We ſhould e 
bl - do for hm, und. How to make ourſelves - 
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„more — to r ee to bad coimſs 
aas morum, a ane, no paſſion or 
fury, no ſull enneſs and reſerve in our Behaviour 
to him, but a generous and eaſy frankneſs, a dif- 
poſition to take every thing by the beſt handle, 
and to cover - or excuſe cach others little weak- 
neſſes and frailties. There s no and 
unblameable; among the beſt of F ads there is 
need of forbearance and forgiveneſs in lirtle mat- 
ters: There may be ſome particularity in each 
other's Temper and Catriage, which en be 
altogether agreeable. vi 
Nui, ne ord th proprits offends an amicum © 
Poſtulat; ignoſcat verrucis illius -Hor. ſat. l. 1.1.3; 
Men can never go a great way in Friendſhip _ 
vut a diſpoſition to wink mutually at one anothers 
mall Defefts. We ought indeed to diſtinguifn be- 
tween Infirmity and Vice, little follies — great 
crimes. In this latter caſe Senecas Rule is juſt and 
Non amo illum, niſ offendo : I do not love 
my Friend, if I fear to diſpleaſe by a plain Admo- 
nition, and if need be a gentle Rebuke; but the 
leſs occaſion there is for theſe, the better, and 
then. it muſt be done in nn manuer, that it 
may appear, tho we diſlike the fault, we have an 
entire love for the Man. In fine, the g eneral rule 
for.a Man to preſerve ende, je hit: of the 
== "Te "qu 11 760 friendly. Friendſhip would 
= on ch and dic away if not 5 and e 
— . . | MF | 
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riſhed with mutual Offices of Love and 4 11 
The wiſe Son of Syrach has been very particular 
on this Subject, and ſhewn us how to chuſe and 
how to endear our Friends, and how to diftinguiſh 
true Friends from the numerous Pretenders to 
that Character; Ecclus. 6. 6. Be in Peace with 
many nevertheleſs have but one Counſellor of a 
thouſand. If thou would$t get a Friend, prove him 
firſt, and be not haſty to credit him: for ſome man 
# 4 friend for his own occafion. and will not abide 
in the day of thy trouble. And there is a friend, 
who being turned to enmity and ſtrife, will diſcover 
thy reproach, Again, Some friend i is a companion 
at the Table, and will not continue in the day of thy 
affiftion. But in thy proſperity he will be as thy ſelf 
and will be bold over thy ſervants. But if thou be 
brought low he will be againſt thee, and will hide. 
him: elf from thy face. Separate thy ſelf from thine 
enemies, and take heed of thy friends. As herehe, 3 
inſtructs us how to chuſe, ſo elſewhere how to 
value and regard our Friends, 37. ch. 6. forget not = 
thy friend in thy mind, and be not — of bins 
in thꝝ riches, 7. 18. Change not a friend for any 
good, by no means, neither a faithful brother for 
the gold of Ophir. He alſo declares what will ali - 
enate a Friend for a time, and what will 3 
| loſe him for ever. ecluſt 22. Ftbou haſt opened 
thy mouth againſt thy Friend, fear not, To ihe 5 . 
may be a reconciliation except for upbrai ding o: 
oY org diſelofng of Secrets, or 4 wanne n 
„*.. boaD-:og th”! ene _— 


* 1 8 7 be 3 7 b 


—— 2 — — 


wou, for, for eheſr.things every friend with. 
part. Alſo 29. Eccl. 17. Love thy friend, and 
he. faithful unto him. 70 if thou bewrayeſt his Se- 
erets, follow no more aſter bim, as one that let» 
tet h 4 bird go but of his hand, ſo haſt thou let thy. 
neigbbour go, and thou ſhalt not get him again. 
As for 4 wound it may be bound up, and after re- 
viling there may be-feconcilement : but he that ms ” 
wrayeth ſecrets is without hope. 
"Thus mach may ſuffice for the ſecond Head of 
this. Diſcourſe ; 2 are the Duties and Offices 
requiſite for the cultivation and eſtabliſhment of 
Friendſhip. I proceed, zhirdly, to ſpeak a little 
of its Pleaſures and Advantages. What Pen can 
worthily deſcribe thoſe? What Tongue is. able to 
recount chalet ? The pleaſures of Friendſhip may 
be felt by one who is himſelf entered into that 
deſirable State, but they are hardly to be rod; I 
mean ſo as to raiſe a deſire of them in the Hearer;. 
equal to the Joys of him who hasexperiencd them. 
From the union of two Siſter Souls (if I _ 
ſo ſpeak) there ariſes an inexpreſſible delight, to 
be exceeded only by that whith flows from our. 
union withithe ever ' befſedGod, The perfect love 
of pure and rational fleings yields Joys inferiour to 
tchoſe alone which proceed from our love to the 
Supreme and Eternal Being. Tis true indeed that 


bere we cannot love each other perfectly; for nei - 


ther are our Underſtandings ever quite free from 


tte Miſts of Ignorance and Error, nor our Wills 


1 88 l * and Delizes 3 go. chat 
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there is no compariſon between the'F riendſhip of . 
Men, i in this low and dark ſtate, and the friendſhip that 
reigns among the pure and angelic Spirits, without mix- 
ture or alloy, without interuption or abatement; but ſtill 


wi 


our Friendſhips, how diſtant ſoever from theirs, bear 


ſome refemblance to them, and the love of Souls encloſed ' 
in earthy and dying Bodies, helps us to the beſt Idea we 
can here form of that Loue that ſhall be diffuſed amon 
675 Spirits of juſt uſt Men gard as fe. The love of Friend. 
is certainly of the pureſt and nobleft kind, it requires 
py bhi virtuous Breaſt, and will not cohabit wit any 
de or wicked Paſſion. And tis obſervable, that as 
St. Paul ſtiles the great Evangelical Grace of Charity, 
c Ts TeA&erure, the bond of N ſo the 
ond of” all Virtue, 
KRzAW O Te e. TOY A gerd TY FiNay 
eriſlus, % eg auryv Traowy To Ager % K. 
A J&2 1 en % SY TGV @peray 4 TINT „een Se S Net ara 
eh HD,. Simpl, Com. in Evid. The honoured 
Friendſtip more than all other Vertues, and made her, 
as it were, the Queen Regent of them, aſſerting, that they 


muſt all wait on her in a body, and that if bur one 15 
them was wanting Friendſbip would not be there. If ſe 71 
n 


then happy they who are knit together in the ſacred a1 
indiſſoluble Ties of HFiendſbip; they are poſſeſs d of an in- 
valuable Treaſure, atid taſt the ligheſft Satisfactions that 
can enter into the Heart of Man, excepting thoſe only that 


ſpring from the love'of God and the hopes of a bliſsful 2 | 


mortality; and even theſe very, hopes receive: an addition * 

Pleaſu ie 50 comprehending our Friends; à new 10 i lain 

inout ou "O94 the thought that they too ſhall 

of 10 5 as 1 ſel) yes. It will be no ea * 
1 90 al er this, 15 heret Tos - 

ve 4 finer reliſh; our: 978 Hors he 

"A'wohs 
1 9 5 1 175 9 1 Se Friend(hip is extiibited to 118 bo 
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into Covenant with him, giving him, as a pledge of his 
Affection, the Robe that he wore, his Garments, even. ta bis 
Sword, and to his Bow, and to his Girdle. Nor could the 
fierce Anger of his Father Saul, and the keen Reproaches 
he threw upon him, for chuſing the Son of Jeſſe for his 
Friend ; nay, nor the 5 that he himſelf had 
that the Crown ſhould devolve upon David, ever diminiſh 
in any degree his Affection for him; but he diſcoyer d his 
Father's evil. purpoſes to David, and conſulted his Secu- 
M rity above his own Intereſt, and wept exceſſively at part- 
LE ing with him, for be loved him as he loved his own Soul. 
We: Nor was David leſs tenderly affected towards him, for at. 
their laſt parting, when they poured forth their Souls to, 
1 each other, and fell into the warmeſt tranſports of Grief: 
= and Love, David's Paſſions ſeem d to run higheſt, and he, 
1 vept till he exceeded. Alſo, when the melancholy news 
= of Fonathan's Death was brought him, he bewail d it in 
—_ the moſt melting Strains, How are the mighty fallen inthe 
midi of the battel! O Fonathan thou waft ſlain in thy high 
Places! I am diſtreſſed for thee, my brother Fonat han] very 


* 


= 2 pleaſant haft thou been unto me; thy love to me was won-. 
A  derful paſſing the love of Women ! The pleaſures of a Love 
= | "Fa | ſo pure, ſo chaſt, ſo ſtron as Was that of this celebrated. 
or of Friends ans nat eee 
have felt ſomething like it. As well may we poſſeſs a 
blind Man with the beauty of Colours, or convey the 
{ſenſe of Pain by a meer deſcription of it, as hope to talk 
them into a ju Idea of the pleaſures of Friendſbip, who. 
never were ſo happy as to taſt them: It may be caſier, 
—_ | however, to make them ſenſible of the Advantages of it z 
EE _ Afince they preſent themſelves to every ones Thoughts, that 
; — will but think at all on this Subject. Is any Man ſo wile 
E - -" za never to want Counſel? ſo prudent as never to commit 
| Support or Aſſiſtance? Who would not willi for 4 true 
Friend to interpoſe in any of theſe Caſes. Quentum bonum 
, Gerd ſunt preparata peciora, inque tutò ſecretum omne de» 
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rum ſermo ſolicitudinem leniat, ſententia conſilium expediat, 
Hilaritas triſtitiam dilſipet, conſpectus ipſe deledtet? Sen. de 
Tranq. F you hav any Secrets that wound and troubles - 
jou, where would you lodge them but in the breaſt of a friend? 
if any Donbts that rack and torture you, whom ſhould they - - 
e.reſolved by but by bim? He can aſſwage your Griefs and 
diſſipate your Cares, and ſcatter the gloom and horror of the -- 
Mind, with the breath of his Mouth; I mean with his free 
and chearful Converſe. A true Friend (ſaid Socrates” 
 fupphes all defects in the conduct of our private Af airs, or 
in the management of the Public, Thauſe a Man may make. 
of his Hands, his Eyes, bis Ears, his Feet, is a trifle in com- 
pariſon of the Service a Friend may do him. The two noble» 
Eruzts of Friendſhip (ſaid the L. Yerulam, Eſſ. of Fr.) ara 
peace inthe Afections, and ſupport of the Fudgment.; there: - 
ts alſo a third, which is like the Pomgranat full of many Ler- 
nels ; I megn, Aid, and bearing a Part in all Actions and Oc- - 
caſions, Men are often ſurprized by Death, and leave their 
Deſigns unfiniſhed, a true Friend will continue the Care, 
and carry them on to Perfection. How many things are 
there which a Man cannot with any decency appear in 
himſelf, he cannot ailedge his own Merits, with Modefly, 
much leſs extol them he cannot demean himſelf ſo far as 
to ſupplicate and beg; ,but theſe things are Graceful in a 
Friend Mouth, which are bluſbing in aan s own-:- a Man 
cannot ſpeak to his Son but as a Father, to his Wiſe but as 
an Huſband, to an Enemy but upon Terms; whereas a-Friend 
may ſpeak 'as the Caſs requires... But to enumerate theſe + 
things were endleſs, I have given the rule (ſays he) where: a 
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eee fitly play his omn Part, if he haue nat a Friend -! 


be may quit the Stage. What need I ſay more? without. 
this Life, but Life it ſelf is quite infipid; or yet more than 
inſipid and i 


Friendſhip there is hardly any ſuch thing as Joy or Eaſe in | 
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"ables, A faichful Friend is the Medicine of Life, nd they. 
_— A 


' 
„ 9 
s . k ear 1 2 * 
7 — 4 + : 8 Fo 2 G ; > «74 : j 

o _- , : 0 2 ES | > 
p »4 os 1 , > * . C A : 1 * : p +3 Y _ p , 3 8 4 * 

a þ . 1 4 3 a 1 4 * : = f by = HSE 

; ey 48 CC.” 3 an CESS 3 . gn! 21-2 

Rn te 2 n „ 3 


| 4 Yoo 2 » to, 
Wn OT” Fl, AT: n 2 
0 n n * i 8 
4 "Mi at WA . "4 _ _ PV. 1 3 


12 < 
— 4 5 — 
— 13 


3 and becomes grievous and burthenſom, A. faithful 
Friend is a ſtrong defence, (0 Ecel. 14, 35,c.) and bethak.' © OJ | 

bath found ſuch an one hath faund a Treaſure. Nothing dot 

* countervail a faithful Friend and bis excellency is invalur.. 
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—_— — thus ſpoke according ta the Method Dropoſed 

: = in the beginning of this Diſcoueſe of the Nature and Ends, 
the Dutier and Offices, the Pleaſures and Advantages of 
= Friendſhip, (but little, Iam ſenſible, in regard of the ex- 


i 
„ nw / 


= tenſiveneſs of the Subject, and [ hope not too much for 
_ Z your Patience) it remains that I apply my ſelf, in few 
—_. | Words, to the preſent Occaſion. - 

_— I will not ſo much as ſuppoſe that the Meeting of this 
| Day needs an Apology; if anything be to be ſaid by way 


DOD of Excuſeitis, that it was not begun ſooner: We do herein 

but follow a great many Precedents and Examples ; and 
8 there are ſeveral good and laudable Ends to be promoted 
_—-. by ſuch Aſſemblies as theſe, when conducted, as I preſume. . 
=_  _ ours will be, not only by the ſtricteſt Rules of Civility and 


good Manners, but allo by the higher Conſiderations of 
Religion and Virtue. If we had nothing in view but to 
ſpread and eſtabliſh (as much as in us lies) the Credit 
and Reputation of that School, to which we owe, in a 
great meaſure, our own Credit and Reputation, whatever 
it be in our ſeveral Stations and Conditions of Life, who 
could find fault with us? If we deſign d hereby a Tri- 
bute of Gratitude to the Memory of the Pious Founders 
of this Nurſery of Learning, or of reſpect to the Wor- 
1 © ſhipful Truſtees, who have guarded it with ſo much Pro- 
bity; and to the Maſters, who have diligently and faith- 
1 fully labour d in it, eſpecially to him who for many Years 
- paſt has, with equal Capacity and Induſtry cheriſh'd and 
- Improv dit, (his Preſence and Modeſty forbid me to ſay 
any more) who would not commend us 75 Again, If we 
intend hereby (as Lam perſuaded we do) to cultivate and 
maintain Amity and Friendſhip with each other, who 
2 * * would not . us? For . in this World is more 
25 . . defireable than Society? And what would be the charms | 
- of Soctery: without Ainity and Friendſhip? And where || 
mould Friendſhip mort prevail, than among. thoſe who 8 
© have been kriown to each other from their tender Yea. 1 N 
48 1 ns, e fone | 
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that. have paſſed between them. You'll give me Nen to: 
obſerve, that Harace in his Gratulatory Ode upon the ſafe 
return of Numida from Spain, repreſents him as more than 
ordinarily glad at his meeting with Lamia, on the ſcore of 
their having-paſs'd their Youth under the ſame Guide, 
Qui nunc Heſperid ſoſpes ab N 1 7 
Caris multa fodalibus, - . Ve 
Nulli plura tamen dividit Oſcukdaa 
Quan Duki Lamiæ; memor 1 4 
Acle non alio rege puertiæ, 
Mut at æquæ ſimul tog a. 
And in the Andria of Terence, Simo asking 2 Favourof che | 
higheſt nature from Chremes, makes it an argument that 
toe had been a Friendſbip between them from their In- 
fancy, which had increaſed and grown up with their Years - 
Fer te Deos oro, &. noſtram amicitiam, Chreme, 
Q us incepta à parvis cum ætate accrevit fimul. | 
An Acquaintance begun before Deſign and Fraud have 


taken place in the Soul, lays oft the foundation for a firm - 5 


and laſting F riendſhip; which then becomes compleat 
when the Acquaintance commenced in Childhood is con- 
firmed by the Judgment of riper Years, and to Love we 
can add Eſteem. Now, as it is natural for thoſe who have 
paſſed the little Toils of Education together, to love each 
other, it is reaſonable to think they ſhould be ſolicitous to 


* 


engage each other's eſteem too; for no Man cares to be 


thought worthleſs and infignificant, eſpecially by thoſe 


whom he himſelf regards with Benevolence or Reſpect. 


Beſides that ſomething like emulation may be expeRed © 
from thoſe. who have been planted in the ſame Soil, and 
watered with the ſame Hands, who ſhould therefore be 
deſirous of ſhewing at leaſt ſome Fruit in proportion to 
the Care and Pains that has been beſtowed upon them, an 
the Advantages they have enjoyed in the ſeveral Stations 
of Life ty which. (to carry on the Allegory) they: have” 

fance been zranſplanted, - r 


* * 
1 1 * 


In fine, It has always been conc a Mac Wn -IY 
dom ta have a worthy Friend; it is therefore ſo; becauſe ©. a 
we our Sams are: e declared to hang longing FF = Fe 
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24 The excellency of Friendſhip. 


wable in us, td render us deſerving of ſuch a Friend- 
ſhip : Now what chiefly differences one Man from an- 
bother, and ſtamps us with an Impreſlion of a higher or 
lower Value, but the Qualities aud Endowments of the 
Mind? And what improves and refines, and ſhews them 
to advantage, but a virtuous and liberal Education? 
Yeſee by this time the Reaſons why I choſe to entertain 
vou with a Diſcourſe upon Friendſhip: All Thave to add 
s, that I may be permitted to make ule of the Privilege of 
the Place I now ſtand-in to exhort you to the practiſe of 
> It; I am perſuaded we all deſign this as a Friendly Meet- 
ing, let it appear to be ſo by the Humanity and Gentle- 
neſs, the Candour and Civility of our Behaviour and 
Converſation ; Let no little Prejudice or peevith Paſſion 
take place, or cauſe us to wear ſo much as the Appear- 
. ance of Diſlike or Coldneſs to each other; it is the Ob- 
ſervation of a late Excellent Prelate, that, there is no- 
. thing many times wanting to take away Prejudice, and to 
. extinguiſh Hatred and Ill. will, but an ens for Men 
to ſee and underſtand one another. And that nothing tends 
more to the reconciling Mens Minds, and allaying the 
Heats and Animoſities into which they are carried by Par- 
Zy diſputes (I mention the Words with Regret) than ſuch 
fort of Anniverſary Meetings. 
May this of ours, which is the firſt, deſerve to ſtand as 
a Pattern for all that ſhall ſucceed it; and paſs not only 
without Scandal and without Offence of any kind, but 
with a general Complacency and Satisfaction. It was 
contrived and agreed to, may it therefore, and all future 
Meetings of the fame kind, be carried on upon the gene- 
- =, rous and noble principles of mutual Benevolence and Love! 
Wo he God of all Grace and Goodneſs inſpire us with 
iht teue and unfeigred Love to each other, which is the 
wii the Spirit, andthe Characteriſtic of a Chriſtian; 
ia nale ut to increaſe and abound in Love one to- 
Vara another, that while on Earth, we may be united 
in re Bonds of an holy aid facred Friendfhip, and to 
EE cho ond imo ß 
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